
 

 

RRSA Level 2 report – St Anselm’s Harrow February 2015 1 
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LEVEL TWO 
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Date: 11 February 2015 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

 
We would like to thank the leadership team, governors, parents, staff and children for their 
warm welcome to the school, for the opportunity to speak with a governor, parents and 
pupils during the assessment and for the extensive portfolio of evidence detailing the work 
towards becoming a Level 2 rights-respecting school. Prior to the assessment visit the 
school provided a comprehensive combined planning sheet and impact evaluation form. It 
was clear to the assessors during the visit that everyone places a real importance on 
developing and embedding a rights respecting ethos.  
 
It was very clear to the assessors that the Governors, Head and staff of St Anselm’s had 
embraced RRSA as a natural way to complement the Catholic ethos of the school. All of the 
duty bearers have been working to improve access to rights for children within the school 
but also locally, nationally and globally. 
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2. REQUIREMENTS BEFORE ATTAINING LEVEL 2 
 

No requirements were made 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. MAINTAINING LEVEL 2 
 

 
Our experience has shown that there are actions that have proven useful in other RRSA 
schools and settings in helping them to maintain and build on their practice at Level 2. Here 
are our recommendations for your school: 
 

 Deepen understanding of child rights and human rights 

 Extend opportunities for pupil voice in school decision making where possible  

 Continue your excellent work as ambassadors for RRSA 

 Consider the opportunities presented by the global learning programme (GLP) 
  

 

 
. THE ASSESSMENT IN DETAIL 
 

4.1. The school context 
 

 

St Anselm’s is a two form entry VA school in Harrow; it is oversubscribed and has a good 
reputation in the community and the local authority. The school deprivation indicator is 
broadly in line with the national average, with 427 pupils on roll and 43.7% having English 
as an additional language. 14.7% have SEN and 3.5% are known to be eligible for free 
school meals. The school was judged outstanding by OFSTED in March 2012. 
 
RRSA level 1 was achieved in June 2011 
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4.2. Assessment information 
 
 

Combined planning form received Yes  

Impact evaluation form received Yes  

Attendees at SLT meeting Headteacher / RRSA coordinator / deputy 
headteacher/ head KS1/ head KS2/head early 
years/head RE 

Number of children and young people 
interviewed 

21  children in focus groups 
6 on tour 
60 in classrooms 

Number of staff interviewed 4 teaching staff 
4 support staff 
5 parents 
1  governor (Chair)  

Evidence provided Learning walk 
Written evidence 
Assembly 
Lessons on tour 

 
 

Standard A:  
Rights-respecting values underpin leadership and management 
 
 
Standard A has been achieved 
The assessors were able to interview the full Senior Leadership team at St Anselm’s 
and it was clear that the united commitment to RRSA had been sustained throughout 
the journey to Level 2. 

 

The school mission statement is underpinned by gospel values, placing the unique value of 
every child at the heart of the school. The Head explained that the CRC “sits 
beautifully…that there is a natural interchange between values and rights no contradiction at 
all”. The Christian vision is “of a universal community and the message of mutual respect 
and entitlement promotes that global citizenship too”. 
 
Evidence presented to the assessors showed that attendance has consistently exceeded 
school targets and has improved marginally from 96.08% to 96.12%, however, there is a 
significant reduction in the number of children arriving late for school from 0.94% to 0.71%.  
 
RRS has a clear focus in the school development plan under the heading of “The Common 
Good”. Additionally, the whole plan is framed with direct references to rights showing that 
the CRC is being taken seriously as a tool to develop the school. The assessors saw 
several policies written in the spirit of the convention in which articles and reference to 
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RRSA were prominent. These included Accessibility (article 2), Art and design ( article 29) 
Geography underpinned by ”recognition of child rights” and Child Protection included the 
phrase; “protection from harm as set out in the UNCRC”. 
 
The SLT are confident that RRSA is sustainable –“we are too far steeped in it” (Head), 
“there is no compelling reason to stop” (SLT). RRSA has a budget of £500, a lead teacher 
and a steering group based around the school council, but it belongs to everyone. “We are 
entrenched in it”; said the Learning Mentor. 
 
St Anselm’s is an inclusive school. A member of the SLT described how teachers are “so 
much more aware of how to provide for children with additional needs”. There is a full time 
learning mentor and structures to provide early interventions to support learning, but also 
social and pastoral needs. “Staff work as a team with parents to resolve issues”. Both key 
stages have achieved “outstanding attainment over time”.  
 
Staff and students have been active as ambassadors for the UNCRC presenting at network 
sessions and inviting several Harrow schools to visit.   Pupil voice is valued and following 
the L1 assessment St Anselm’s set about extending opportunities for participation and 
leadership among the students. One child initiated group of pupil chaplains are very 
proactive in linking the liturgical life of the school to the practical action to support children 
across the world. 
 
The SLT made a strategic decision to establish a “running display” of ways in which the 
school community could reach out in a meaningful way to engage with local, national and 
international issues. The introduction of a bike-ability course supports a safer journey to 
school for the children and for the neighbourhood. The children have learnt about blindness 
and disabled living before raising money for a guide dog.  “The children have grown in their 
understanding of the greater world and children all over the world…not about the ways in 
which they are different but that they are united by their rights”. (Head)  Every opportunity is 
taken to learn about the communities that are being supported and this in turn strengthens 
the resolve to help. E.g. there is a special emphasis on raising access to education (article 
28) by working with their link school in Ethiopia. 
 
The development of the new primary curriculum provided an excellent opportunity to fully 
embed teaching about rights – but also through rights and for rights. Children are consulted 
about curriculum topics, harvest prior learning and determine the direction. Planning sheets 
require reference to rights and the work is mapped across the school. There are 
opportunities to deepen understanding on dedicated theme days and weeks such as 
International, Healthy living and Arts weeks. There is a coordinator for sustainability and a 
travel plan is in place. Work is monitored through learning walks and validation sheets 
where teachers write up an evaluation of their lesson so that good practice can be captured 
and shared. 
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Standard B:  
The whole school community learns about the CRC 

 
 
Standard B has been achieved 
Teaching and learning about the Convention on the rights of the child has been 
systematically planned and implemented across the whole school community. 
 

 

 
Children in the focus groups and classrooms were able to recount a wide range of articles 
linking them to real situations. For example, disability, play, education, being heathy, 
practicing your own religion and respecting the beliefs of others. Older children explained 
the importance of the right to a legal name so that you can access education and health 
care. Children were aware of the importance of participation. One child said, “My mum 
reminds me that I have a right to a voice”.  They understood that rights are used in an 
appropriate way – you have a right to education and play; “you don’t have to do them all the 
time, you need both”. Children explained that all children have rights and they start “when a 
baby comes from Mummy” (KS1 girl) and that adults have the duty to help children to enjoy 
their rights. It was clear that the children understood that they and all children are entitled to 
the UNCRC, “everyone has rights, you don’t have to buy them” (KS2 child). Children knew 
they did not have to be “good to get your rights” and that in some circumstances such as 
war, natural disasters and where countries are very poor it is not always possible for 
children to access rights. The children presented a list of possible actions in response to 
situations where rights are denied which included, “pray for them”, “give to charity”, “write to 
newspapers, the government and the Prime Minister” and “learning about it”. One child said, 
“rights are important because children are the future of our world”.  
 
The children and teachers have hosted training sessions for Newly Qualified Teachers to 
introduce them to the UNCRC.  Teachers from across London had attended a twilight open 
session on RRSA. 
 
The school has taken steps to inform parents and to develop their understanding of the 
UNCRC and the RRSA. This has included using Fronter, (the school VLE), newsletters and 
information evenings as well as being invited to regular class assemblies where UNCRC is 
interwoven in different topics. For example, on the day of the assessment, a large number of 
parents had arrived to attend an assembly on St. Valentine. Through the theme of “Love” 
children explored the right to family life and being cared, being safe etc. All new parents are 
introduced to RRS at the induction evening. The parents themselves have contributed in a 
positive way to the school journey. An issue of road safety has been addressed by parents 
who negotiated a voluntary one way system with neighbours outside the school and they 
come each day to manage traffic at the start and end of school. One parent has also worked 
with children on an Art project – A Study on Africa. The children subsequently produced 
“very high spec work” which was auctioned for charity. The parents also support all the 
outreach work in a very generous way.  There is a very strong parent teacher association 
(SPA) and they have developed regular family events, 3 each year, rather than fundraiser 
social events aimed at adults. “It is all focussed on the children”. The SPA has deliberately 
recruited members from all ethnic groups so that everyone is included and “barriers to 
attendance are low….parents and teachers want to reach out to the communities around the 
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school”. (Parent /Chair of Governors) One of these events was the Jubilee tea party for 
which the SPA received very positive feedback. 
 
The entrance hall has a very prominent display on RRSA and this includes a trifold leaflet to 
introduce visitors to the concept at St Anselm’s. Class room and corridor displays are all 
cross referenced to articles. Displays celebrate student groups such as the Justice and 
Peace group, the school Council and Junior Travel ambassadors. All around the school 
there were A3 size laminated displays explaining to children how the adults as duty bearers 
worked to protect and promote the rights of children. These are colourful child friendly 
thought showers on topics linked to e.g. articles 29, 19, 24, and 12. There is also a pledge 
signed by all staff to uphold the values of the school and the CRC. This was written in the 
form of a prayer and prominently displayed at child level near the school office. One of the 
parents commented that RRS is everywhere, you can’t miss it”. Another parent explained 
that she was happy to choose St Anselm’s for her disabled child, the displays indicated that 
he would be safe, “someone will be looking out for him here”. 
 
The curriculum overview specifically indicates a mandatory section on the UNCRC for all 
subjects and all year groups. The evidence folder included a curriculum map and plans from 
several subject and topic areas. For example, Black history, Inspiring people including 
Martin Luther King and Malala. Different religions and customs year 4 Geography and year 
6 study Britain since 1948 with a focus on the impact of immigration. The assessors visited 
several classrooms where work on rights was evident including reception, where children 
were exploring identity (article 7) through the story of Elmer, the Elephant. 
 
“CAFOD Water Day” had a big impact on St Anselm’s. As a recent event all stakeholder 
groups made direct reference to it. The children have a strong sense that it was not fair for 
children to drink dirty water and the whole school had collected coins in containers as a 
response to the campaign. 
 
A parent said the children think of themselves as having “brothers and sisters around the 
world”. “Rights have developed a social conscience” said another parent. 
The school has a strong focus on sustainability with a very active green team, gardening 
club and recycling team. The pupils have visited local environment education and recycling 
centres. The children care for the school gardens as well as promoting respectful and 
efficient use of resources and their work is celebrated in a corridor display. 

 
 
 

Standard C:  
The school has a rights-respecting ethos 
 

 
Standard C has been achieved 
The culture of rights-respecting permeates the whole school and is valued. 
 

 

 
The assessors saw exemplary charters throughout the school which had been created with 
the children in keeping with the current guidance from UNICEF. The charters were all high 
quality displays, age and ability appropriate. The children were enthusiastic about the 
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charters saying “they keep us safe”. (KS1 child). The charters are shared with parents and 
small size charters are available for use outside. Teachers, parents and support staff spoke 
about the impact of these agreements in promoting a positive environment. The Head said, 
“Behaviour for learning is at an all- time high”. 
 
The school has developed a system to reward rights respecting behaviour at assembly, 
lunch supervisors can also nominate children and there is a continuity of language and 
expectations across the school and the day. Adults explained that awareness of their role as 
duty bearers had an impact, “It makes you think more carefully about things and research it 
a bit more”. One teacher described how the children were very respectful when taking part 
in a community carol concert. Some of the children from another school had additional 
needs and St Anselm’s children showed great respect and consideration. Front office staff 
explained how they have the opportunity to extend rights respecting out into the community 
by modelling it to visitors. 
 
The adults interviewed all agreed that the charters and language of RRS supported the 
children to feel much more confident and comfortable learners. Parents confirmed that “they 
don’t feel worried about talking to the teacher; they know that they are going to be listened 
to”. The school has a very well developed system of assessment for learning; the children 
know their targets and confirmed that they can discuss them in a meaningful way. One child 
explained that you “could learn about your own work when you were helping mark your 
friends.” One teacher explained that the children understand that rights are a, ”much more 
mutual thing, there is no hierarchy at all”. The lead teacher for RRS indicated that the 
children are seen to have a “stake in what they learn, leading in many aspects of learning 
and offering peer support; e.g. Year 5 “Number Chums” support year 1 children in basic 
maths skills. 
 
All the children on the tour and in the focus groups said that they felt safe at school and they 
could explain what adults do to keep them safe such as fire drills. There are worry boxes 
and suggestion boxes available to use and serious issues could be taken up with a teacher. 
The SLT ensure that all staff have training in safeguarding annually and that termly 
meetings are held to review vulnerable children. 
 
A lunch supervisor explained that the playground charter had encouraged the children to be 
more respectful to each other and also to the adults. Quite often they children will say, 
“Don’t worry Miss, we have sorted it out”. Records of playground incidents “show a dramatic 
fall” and teachers confirmed that his has had a positive impact on afternoon lessons. 
OFSTED also commented, “a focus on rights, respect and responsibilities gives pupils 
ownership of their behaviour”. 
 
In addition to supporting CAFOD, pupils have initiated action on behalf of the Shoe box 
appeal, Operation Christmas Child and many others. It was clear from the focus group 
discussions that the children wanted to support others where rights are not being accessed 
properly. “You can give your pocket money…..donate food and clothes” (KS2 children). 
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Standard D:  
Children are empowered to become active citizens and learners 
 

Standard D has been achieved 
There are many avenues for pupil participation and active citizenship which are 
embraced with enthusiasm. 
 

 

  
The governors “see a real value in student voice” and this commitment is evident throughout 
the school. One KS2 child said, “All our views are listened to because this is a progressive 
school”. The children have a democratically elected school council in addition to the many 
groups already mentioned. The school council develops action plans to bring about change. 
They have been directly involved in developing the marking policy, teacher feedback and 
AFL topic sheets, the food policy and the playground consultation. The re-designed 
playground and equipment “has made the children feel valued.” (Head) Focus group 
children gave a long list of what had happened as a result of student voice including 
dancing, football kits and lunch time league, more story books for the library and lesson 
choices. The provision of school lunches is an important issue for children and parents and 
the school has invested in the building of a new “cooking kitchen”. In response to request 
from the school council the school is launching a “big red box” at the front of the school 
where children and parents can post their views and feedback on any aspect of the school 
and there was a good deal of excitement about this on the day of the assessment. 
 
Children of all ages have access to information via computers, newspapers and the school 
library. Children in year 6 have requested a citizenship talk by the police as part of their 
transition to secondary school. The children were confident that they could ask adults to 
explore any relevant concern or issue. The learning mentor, often the first port of call, said,” 
there is a different aura about this school since we started this, everyone is more aware of 
one another but on a more personal level…..it is a privilege to be part of it.”. The assessors 
were interviewed by “roving reporters” who develop articles on school news. This is a child 
led initiative and the children were very proud to wear their press sash at the meeting. 
 
St Anselm’s school community is very generous in terms of charitable action supporting for 
example; the local food bank and hospice, McMillan and Great Ormond Street. The children 
are keen to understand the issues that prevent people from enjoying their rights and the 
Justice and Peace group invited a speaker to promote disability awareness. While the junior 
travel ambassadors have written to the council to point out how the main road can be 
adapted to improve safety. The children have learnt about refugees in their Justice topic in 
school and modern slavery through the Josephine Bakhita initiative. The children take it 
upon themselves to raise awareness about the issues currently facing children in South 
Sudan and the work of CAFOD there. One parent said, the message comes home, my son 
educates me all the time.” 

 


