
Phonics
What is it and 

how is it taught?



At St. Anselm’s, when children enter 
Reception they take part in high-
quality phonic sessions for 

20 minutes every 
day.

These are fun sessions involving 
lots of speaking & listening and 
games. 



What is Phonics?

Teaching the 
sounds of the 

English language 
and how these 

sounds 
(phonemes) can be 

written with 
letters 

(graphemes).

44 sounds but we only have 26 letters in our 
alphabet to make them with.



Definitions
• Phoneme is what you hear

(sound)

• Grapheme is what you see

(letter) 



Letters & 
Sounds

Phase 1 – Nursery
Phase 2 – Reception
Phase 3 – Reception
Phase 4 – Reception
Phase 5 – Year 1
Phase 6 – Year 2



Phase 2
Sounds are 

introduced in sets

Set 1: s a t p
Set 2: i n m d 
Set 3: g o c k
Set 4: ck e u r

Set 5: h b f ff l ll ss



Set 1: s a t p

In  your pairs see how many 
words you can make using just 
these sounds with the magnetic 

letters on your table. 



Set 1: s a t p
at              tap

sat

pat       sap



Set 1: s a t p
Set 2: i n m d

How many words can you 
make now using the letters in 
your plastic bags as well.. 



Set 1: s a t p
Set 2: i n m d

it sit sat pit tip pip sip

an in nip pan pin tin tan

nap am man mat map dad

sad dim dip din did and



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCM
vsQho4ZE&safe=active

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCMvsQho4ZE&safe=active
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Skills
• Hear

• Say

• Blend



jam





Let’s see if we 
can remember the 
sounds we have 
learnt in 
Phase 2….
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Phase 3

The next few sounds are 
identified as one letter 

making one sound, however 
they are taught within Phase 3 

phonics. 
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Phase 3

ch - digraph

igh - trigraph























ow







ur



igh



ear



air



ure



Let’s see if we 
can remember 
the sounds in 
Phase 3….
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Activity 1
Take turns to select 

a picture and 
sound out 

(segment) what you 
can see using your 
phoneme fingers.





Sound buttons



Activity 2
On your white boards 
write down the  following 
words, adding sound 
buttons under each 
grapheme. Then count the 
sounds in the word.

shop         light
chip dear

boat corner
night church

cow feet



Phoneme Frame

t oa s t



Activity 3

Segment these words and write 
each grapheme in the 
phoneme frames.

shelf

dress

think

string

sprint

flick



Segmenting
WORD PHONEMES

shelf

dress

think

string

sprint

flick

Segment these words into 
their constituent phonemes:



Segmenting
WORD

shelf sh e l f

dress d r e ss

think th i n k

string s t r i ng

sprint s p r i n t

flick f l i ck



But there are some irregular, tricky 

words!

was

Tricky 
Words

woz







Phase 4 

In Phase 4, no new graphemes 
are introduced. The main aim 
of this phase is to consolidate 
the children's knowledge and 
to help them learn to read and 
spell words which have 
adjacent consonants (non 
vowel sounds), such as trap, 
string and milk.



• REMEMBER:  Phonics is not the 
only thing needed to become 
a fluent reader.

How you can 
help….



Reading 

• Make sure you both enjoy it.

• Turn off the TV and get comfortable.

• Every day - read for 5-10 minutes.

• It’s not a test.

• Let your child be in control, they hold 
the book.

• Encourage them to:

• Sound out.

• Re-read to check it makes sense.



• Use pictures for clues.

• Ask questions about the book.

• What’s it about?

• How’s it going to end?

• Success is the key.

• Praise !  Praise ! Praise !

• And most importantly 
ENJOY READING!



Pencil Hold

• Tripod grip

• ‘Froggy legs’

movement

• Pre cursive 
handwriting 



Write, write, write

Treasure hunts, shopping lists, 
birthdays cards, thank you 
letters, Christmas lists, signs 
for construction sites, playing 
school, calling the register, 
reminders, emails, filling in 
forms, magazine competitions, 
house rules, fridge reminders, 
instructions, recipes...



Thank you for 
attending.


