St Anselm’s Catholic Primary School
Learning and growing together through prayer, belief and love

Date: 16th September 2022
Sunday 18th September 2021

Luke 16:1-13

www.st-anselms.harrow.sch.uk

Telephone 0208 422 1600

Dear Parents, Carers and Children, the term is well and truly underway and the children
have settled back into school life very well. Our reception children are settling well and
getting used to the routines in Ash and Alder. I look forward to meeting parents who are
new to St Anselm’s at the Coffee Morning on 30th September. We were pleased to see
that the Parent Information Sessions this week were very well attended; thank you for
finding time to come along and I hope you found them useful and informative. Thanks
also to class teachers for adding information from these sessions to class SharePoint
pages for future reference.
Birthdays: It is always a pleasure to wish a happy birthday to children celebrating
birthdays. As a Healthy School we don’t permit children to hand out sweets or treats in
school to others on their special day, but any child celebrating is encouraged to have a
non-uniform day. This alerts other children and staff to a birthday, and results in lots of
good wishes from the school community.
International Week: We have designated the week of 26th- 30th September as
International Week and Mrs Kelly -Keegan will be writing to you early next week with
further information about this annual celebration; key activities planned have been
added to the calendar below.

How do we manage the gifts God has
given us? They are intended to be at the
service of those who are most
disadvantaged.

Harvest Service and Collection: Our Harvest Liturgies are taking place next week. All
details are in the calendar below. Please see attached flyer asking for Harvest donations,
if you are able to contribute please send items in by Friday 23rd September.
London Marathon: I am pleased to tell you that on 2nd October Mrs Ponnaganti will be
running in the London Marathon. Mrs Ponnaganti has elected the SPA as her charity and
is keen to see the funds raised put to good use for enhancement of our Arts provision at
school. The SPA has set up a JustGiving page here for parents and staff wishing to sponsor
Mrs Ponnaganti https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-anselm-s-spa
The children will also have the opportunity from 26th September until 21st October to be
active in their own mini-marathon as we have registered to be part of the TCS Mini
London Marathon. Mr Paraskevas will provide further details of how children can be
involved in due course.
New Parents Coffee Morning: A flyer is attached to today’s newsletter with information
about this SPA event which is coming up soon.

Wishing a very happy birthday to
those celebrating their birthday this
week.
Giovanna - Alder
Bernard – Beech
Sebastian - Beech
Evelyn - Cedar
Jahmani – Larch
Viktor - Larch
Darci-Mae– Maple
Niamh - Oak
Eoghan – Yew
Szymon - Yew

Book of Condolence: Our book of condolence for the late Queen Elizabeth will remain
open to the whole school community throughout next week for you to pay leave tributes
and pay your respects.
Parents Supporting Parents: During these times of financial uncertainty and rising costs
of living, I am keen to establish a group of volunteers within our parent community that
would be available for up to an hour a week to undertake a school-based project aimed
at helping some of our families with some practical support. If this is something that you
would feel able to give a small amount of time to regularly, please register your interest
via the link here: https://bit.ly/3QRk9Wt
I wish you a restful weekend and look forward to seeing the children back on Tuesday
20th.
With kind regards,
Mrs. O’Connell
St Anselm’s Staff & Parent Association (SPA)
News & Updates

AGM The SPA AGM takes place on Monday 3rd October in the school hall at 7pm
followed immediately by the first Committee meeting of the school year
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Notices and Dates for your Diary
Term dates for 2022 - 2023 are available on the school website
Date
Wednesday 21st September*added today
Thursday 22nd September
Thursday 22nd September
Monday 26th September (Week of)
Wednesday 28th September *added today
Thursday 29th September *added today
Thursday 29th September *added today
Friday 30th September*added today
Friday 30th September
Monday 3rd October*added today
Tuesday 4th October
Wednesday 5th October
Thursday 6th October *added today
Friday 7th October*added today
Wednesday 12th October
Wednesday 12th October
Tuesday 18th October
Thursday 20th October
Monday 24th – Friday 28th October

Event
Harvest Festival Service for KS2 at 2pm in Church. 5 Poplar to lead, all parents welcome.
Harvest Assembly for KS1 at 9.10am in school.
Sacred Heart Language College Open Evening 4.00 – 6.00pm
International Week
Whole School Carnival & Salsa dance Workshops
Electric Umbrella Assembly KS1
‘French Sing-Off’ competition for KS2
International Costume dress-up day and Children’s Quiz afternoon
New Parents’ Coffee Morning 8.30 – 9.30am
SPA AGM at 7pm & Committee Meeting
Perform Workshops for KS1
Years R- 6 Flu Vaccinations
St Gregory’s Catholic Science College: Open Evening 3-8pm for Admissions 2023
Reception Parent Information Session 9:15am
Year 2 visit to Tower of London
Year 3 visit to Hampstead Heath
Parent Open Evening
Parent Open Evening
Half Term Holiday

September 2023 Primary School Admissions
Applications are now invited for children born between 1 September 2018 and 31 August 2019. You can make a primary school
application (also known as a common application form CAF) to Harrow Council online using the following link: www.eadmissions.org.uk.
Being a Catholic Voluntary Aided School you will also need to complete a Supplementary Information Form (SIF) which can be found
on our website www.st-anselms.harrow.sch.uk A Certificate of Catholic Practice (CCP) from your Parish Priest will also be required.
Please return these to the school office before the closing date (15th January 2023).

Parish Sacramental Preparation: *Final reminder* Parents of children who will be in Year 3 or above in September 2022 are invited to register
with the parish First Reconciliation and First Communion 2022/23 programme by completing the online form here:
https://harrowcatholicchurch.org/1hc-reg/
Weather: Although the rain has eased slightly, please do ensure that your child has a waterproof jacket or coat. Please label clothing as this helps
us to reunite children with their lost items of uniform.
St Anselm’s Pre-worn Uniform Sale: *There will be several more items listed this weekend, please do take a look and register your interest if
you’d like to buy any uniform. * We have listed several pieces of pre-worn uniform for sale, with all proceeds going to our SPA fundraising. Parents
can browse the uniform we have for sale on the sustainable selling website https://uniformerly.co.uk Simply search for ‘Harrow’ and then ‘St
Anselm’s’ to find uniform for sale. All uniform is pre-worn and in good wearable condition. If you would like to buy uniform, you can browse the
listings and click on ‘contact owner’ leaving your child’s name and class in the message box. You will then receive instructions to pay for the
uniform via PayPal. Once payment has been received safely via PayPal, the uniform will be sent home. We hope this sustainable initiative is helpful
and welcome any feedback once you have browsed and used the Uniformerly website.
Cost of Living Hub: The Mayor of London has launched a new Cost of Living Hub, which helps people access information, support and advice about
claiming benefits, dealing with debt, financial management and mental health support. To explore the hub, please visit
https://www.london.gov.uk/cost-living-hub
Grants to help pay off energy debts People who are in debt to their energy supplier might be able to get a grant from a charitable trust to help
pay it off. More details on this link – plus links to several advice providers https://fuelpovertyresource.org.uk/focus-on/fuel-debt-and-trust-funds/
Support for Parents: For any parent in need of support with any aspect of parenting, there is help available including one to one parenting support.
Hope Harrow can be contacted on 0208 863 7319 or by email info@hopeharrow.org.uk or visit their website http://www.hopeharrow.org.uk for
further details of their work with families.

Safeguarding of Children is the responsibility of everyone. If you have a safeguarding concern about a child please
contact Mrs O’Connell the Designated Safeguarding Lead or in her absence Mrs Kelly-Keegan, Mrs Marotta or
Mrs Jackson who are Deputy DSL’s. The Safeguarding Governor is Mrs Leanne O’Brien.
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Our Learning and Achievement Gallery
Special Achievement Awards:
(R Ash) Nayla & Dylan
(R Alder) Arlo & Jacob
(1 Aspen) Kaima
(1 Beech) Osinachi
(2 Cedar) Mary-Adaline and Jace
(2 Elm) Mia & Eziekiel
(3 Larch) Jahmani & Felicity
(3 Maple) Josh & Enzo
(4 Oak) Natalie& Nathan
(4 Pine) Eryk & Melanie
(5 Poplar) Olaf & Florence
(5 Rowan) Samuel Rensen
(6 Willow) Burhan & Flynn
(6 Yew) Jack G & Simone
Writer of the week:
(1 Aspen) KaItek
(1 Beech) Jay
(2 Cedar) Luke
(2 Elm) Jasmine
(4 Pine) Isaac
(5 Rowan) Amara
(6 Willow) Ava
(6 Yew) Olive

Numbots and Times Tables Rock Stars Award:
(2 Cedar) Oskar
(2 Elm) 2 Elm!
(3 Maple) Jude
(5 Poplar) Nina
Reader of the Week:
(1 Aspen) Ania
(1 Beech) Francesca
(2 Cedar) Milan
(2 Elm) Taiyo
(3 Larch) Gabriella
(5 Poplar) Adam
(5 Rowan) Kene
(6 Willow) Abi
(6 Yew) - Ela
Handwriting Heroes and Pen Licences:
(5 Poplar) Kevin
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Reception: It has been wonderful to observe the children building new friendships and working collaboratively in small

groups. This week the children have been very busy creating a self-portrait and sharing their special talents with the
class. They have also enjoyed mark-making, exploring the outdoors and their first PE lesson. Well done Reception!

Year 1: This week we have spent a lot of time continuing to settle into Year 1 and learning our new routines.

In Maths we have been looking at one more and one less, and in English we have been reading Little Red and
the Very Hungry Lion. The children had a fun time acting out the story in groups and sharing this with the
rest of the class. In PE the children created dances based on their favorite fairytale characters. We have had
a fantastic week!
At the end of each day we have been involving the children in a whole class reading time which involves a
virtual fireplace, a book chosen by different children each day which is read by the teacher to continue to
instil a love for reading of a variety of genres…. Perhaps you could ask your children what books they can
remember!
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Year 2: This week we have been recapping our previous learning, to show each other all the wonderful things

that we know. In Maths, we have been using number lines and songs to help us with counting forwards and
backwards from 50. In English we have been using noun phrases to play an exciting game of ‘guess who’
before applying this to our writing. We had a fabulous PE lesson too, learning how to dodge.

Year 3: This week in Maths we have been exploring numbers to 1000 using base 10. In History, we have been learning
about chronology and creating timelines. We have been celebrating diversity in our classes by finding out where in world
we come from. In DT, this week we built on our prior learning of the features of a castle and began to understand which
materials will be strong and steady for when we constructing. ‘It was fascinating to place things chronologically to see
when events happened in history’ Kornel. ‘Everybody is unique and it is important to value and understand different
cultures‘ Tricia
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Year 4: We have been learning lots about the Romans in our new history topic. So far, we have been asking

lots of interesting questions and creating a timeline of the major events in Ancient Rome.

In Science, we started our new topic ‘Animals including Humans’. This Week we had to identify and classify
carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.

Year 5: “This week in PE, we were practicing passing the ball with accuracy in football. We got to be attackers, defenders and
midfielders. It was really fun and I really enjoyed it” (Carols - 5 Poplar)
“On Wednesday, we did gymnastics and we learnt about balance and counter balance. Then, we were set the task to create our own
balances and presented our routines to the class. It was really fun and I really enjoyed seeing what other people did for their balance
routines.” (Arianna - 5 Poplar)

`
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Year 6: This week in Science, we began our new topic of light.
“We learnt that light on travels in straight lines and we used three pieces of cardboard, each with a hole in the middle, a touch and an
exercise book to investigate this. It was very fun!” – Myles (6 Willow)

On Thursday, we were lucky enough to see a performance by the ‘Electric Umbrella’ charity group.
I really enjoyed the Electric Umbrella performance because it told us that there is no such thing as normal and we have the best fun if
we are being ourselves! I loved the drummer because he showed us how to celebrate our differences and we had a great time
enjoying his music. – Caua (6 Yew)

Valuing the uniqueness of the individual in the belief that each is ‘created in the image and likeness of God’ (Gen 1:27)

